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Software recommendations for system components of ViTaL, the Virtual Taxonomic Library, are as follows:
1 Bibliographic reference harvesting, aggregation and search modules
· The choice of application server framework and language is still open and will be decided in consultation with the development team.
2 Web application framework
· Drupal with standard and bespoke modules.
3 Metasearching and linking

Ex Libris Group applications


Metalib for metasearching, with the X-Server API module


SFX OpenURL link resolver and context management tools
· Sustainablility
In the short term, the assigned EDIT funding will cover the Ex Libris software purchase, hardware costs, staff training and ongoing costs until the end of the EDIT project.
The library of the Natural History Museum London has expressed a willingness to provide a proportion of the recurrent funding for the ViTaL system in the longer term, as well as hosting the site's hardware. This is on the basis of the value of the ViTaL site as a portal for delivery of NHM library services being demonstrated, as well as the general benefits to the taxonomic community.

During the course of the project, we hope to enlist the ongoing support of other EDIT member institutions. We feel that the services offered by ViTaL will be of benefit to the members of all EDIT institutions, as well as taxonomist users unconnected with the project. This would be particularly true of the smaller organisations, which may choose to make ViTaL’s search and linking functionality the primary web interface for their catalogue, exposed via a search page on their own website.
Interested partners would commit to provide:

· Access to their catalogues for searching via a Z39.50 interface

· Regularly updated information on their institutional subscriptions, allowing access to the relevant publications to be maintained for users of ViTaL affiliated with that institution

· An annual fee of a few hundred Euros per annum (after EDIT funding ends), and

· Some training and administration time from library staff.
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