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Introduction

This document outlines the means of linking search results in the Virtual Taxonomic Library (ViTaL), currently at the initial stages of development at the Natural History Museum (London) with content held in the Biodiversity Heritage Library (BHL), an important and growing repository of freely available taxonomic literature, which will be one of the sources available for searching by ViTaL users.

A draft collections development policy is also included.

BHL

The BHL is part of the Encyclopedia of Life (EOL) project and aims to digitise legacy taxonomic literature in order to support and underpin taxonomy which will be conducted under EOL. The BHL undertakes the digitising and OCRing of journals and books for which intellectual property rights issues have been resolved. The digitised versions are made available on the Web under a Scientific Commons Licence. This content is then made searchable via taxonomic name indexes.

Searching and linking

As with other resources holding metadata to be harvested by ViTaL, the BHL will support catalogue searches via a web service, enabling hits from a number of locations to appear in ViTaL search results. DOI or OpenURL based links will be added to search results which are contained in the BHL, sending users to the original content of the item they are interested in.

The BHL is not yet equipped to serve catalogue search data as a web service, but the BHL developers plan to implement an interface using the Open Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata Harvesting (OAI-PMH). Until this is available, we intend to use the screen scraping tools included in Metalib, our preferred metasearching tool, to provide the required functionality.

BHL contains content which is largely unencumbered by copyright restrictions, so we will be able to provide full text content. Search hits referring to items in other repositories or journals which are not known to be openly available will be linked instead to useful search options or the relevant publisher website to help the user track down the content.

Bibliographic reference aggregation and search

ViTaL will also expose a database of bibliographic references harvested from a number of sources, including Connotea, scratchpads and other websites. These will be searchable and will provide links from references to the original content, where available on the web. References to unavailable content will have links to useful resources designed to provide as much information about the content (such as an abstract, if available), and tools for locating the item in a library or other location.
How data will be added to ViTaL

· Ex Libris provides regular updates of newly available datasets, electronic journals and websites. These can be added to the searchable resources used by ViTaL. The library staff at the Natural History Museum and other EDIT partner sites will also add and update literature and subscription data within the KnowledgeBase.

· Unless they opt out of ViTaL, all EDIT partner institutions with Z39.50 access to their library catalogue data will form a searchable resource set for ViTaL users.

· Bibliographic reference data will be harvested from the Drupal scratchpads via OAI-PHM. Other sources will also be tapped using other formats such as RSS, RDF, Bibtex, and Endnote.

· Registered users will be able to upload their own collections of references for inclusion in the bibliographic data repository. It will be recommended that users will submit reference data via Connotea or a scratchpad, making use of the networking and collaborative aspects of these sites, or (in future) using tools adhering to the EDIT Common Data Model for bibliographic data.

· Certain data in the repository will be available for addition to the KnowledgeBase, enabling references to content in document repositories unknown to Metalib.

Collections development policy

Bibliographic data (references)

We will be able to interface with content from a number of sources – some managed (e.g. Connotea, scratchpads) and some unmanaged, such as stand-alone Bibtex resources.

Managed resources can be harvested into the database only within the terms of use of the provider, and with the permission of the owner(s) of the data. For example, for Connotea data, we would first gain the general permission from Connotea site’s manager for permission to download reference data belonging to participating users. In either case, users signing up as reference providers on the ViTaL site would give express permission for their data to be collected and used according to the ViTaL’s Terms of Use. 

All harvested or manually uploaded data would be associated with the owner of the data via a user name, giving a provenance to items in the repository.

The policy governing the addition of reference content will be to allow registered users to incorporate their reference collections and links to ViTaL as they see fit. Users retain responsibility for the data they add to the site, with moderation or removal from the collection only occurring where the content is flagged as being in breach of ViTaL Terms of Use (to be published as D5.23).

Search resources

· Classes of search data provider to be included:

· Library catalogues for the EDIT institutions, and others

· E-journal aggregators

· Databases of abstracts and indexes to taxonomic literature

· Specialist search engines

· Citation indexes

· Targets for linking out will be provided via the SFX OpenURL resolver, pointing to resources provided by Ex Libris, and also added by member institutions. In all cases, the system will be configured to give access to full text resources as these become available on-line.
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